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distance, and Trajan now even took Ctesiphon without resist-
ance, and captured Osroes' daughter. After packing up and
dispatching to Antioch the golden throne of Parthia and other
treasures, he embarked on what amounted to a leisurely
pleasure-cruise down the Tigris. He sailed on to the Persian
Gulf, and was indulging in wistful speculations about India
and regret at his advancing age when disturbing news reached
him from the north. Osroes had returned, and all the recently
conquered cities had revolted in his rear, so that he was now
compelled to retrace his steps in the summer heat, beset on
all sides by enemies. Even a half-hearted attempt to re-take
Hatra had to be abandoned by his army owing to the heat
and the i flies which disputed every morsel of their food and
drop of their drink?.28

Soon afterwards Trajan died. His successor Hadrian relin-
quished the three provinces which survived from his conquests,
and withdrew behind the Euphrates. He also returned to
Osroes his throne and his daughter, so that the status quo in
Parthia was almost exactly restored.

Fifty years later Parthia was again conquered and Ctesiphon
sacked by a Roman general called Cassius, sent to the East
by Marcus Aurelius. His troops brought back a pestilence
which they had collected in Babylon, and for some time Italy
was ravaged by it.

Septimius Severus repeated the process twice in a single
lifetime. He also made his headquarters at Nisibis, and when
for a short time Parthia became a Roman province, this town
took its place among the many ephemeral capitals of Iraq, In
his second campaign Severus also thought it worth while to
besiege Hatra. But the Hatrians resisted every method of
attack, until his legions, like Trajan's, revolted at the heat.

The last Roman attack on Parthia was made by Severus*
son Caracalla, whose wanton brutality and treachery are hard
to believe. His method of approach was to ask for the daughter
of the Parthian king in marriage, and to wait till the whole
army and population of Ctesiphon turned out in festival dress
to witness the ceremony before setting his soldiers to massacre
them. Furthermore, on his return through Diabene he saw
fit to rifle the Parthian royal tombs and scatter their contents.
These tombs were situated at Arbela, the modern Erbil, *a
town which seems to have been always regarded as in some